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Figurative	language	is	to	a	writer	what	a	paintbrush	is	to	an	artist.	That	is,	you	can	use	it	to	take	something	simple	or	flat	and	transform	it	into	something	multidimensional.	Figurative	language	has	the	ability	to	be	more	impactful	than	literal	writing;	it	can	expand	readers'	interpretations	and	broaden	their	imaginings.	Learn	what	figurative	language
is	and	get	definitions	of	the	different	types	of	figurative	language.	teenage	girl	writing	figurative	language	Figurative	language	adds	color,	touch,	and	feelings	to	your	writing.	It	takes	the	reader	to	a	place	where	they	can	use	all	their	senses	to	understand	the	work.	In	its	most	basic	definition,	figurative	language	is	the	use	of	different	literary	devices
to	make	writing	more	impactful	or	effective.	Take	similes	and	metaphors	-	two	of	the	most	popular	forms	of	figurative	language.	Similes	make	comparisons	using	the	words	"like"	or	"as."	For	example:	Metaphors	make	more	indirect	comparisons.	For	example:	After	meditating,	he	was	Buddha	himself.	You	can	see	how	these	examples	of	figurative
language	give	literal	meanings	a	bit	of	a	boost.	Instead	of	using	a	simile,	we	could	have	just	said,	"He	was	fierce."	Isn't	that	boring,	though?	Now,	we	have	an	image	of	a	man	dominating	the	room	like	a	lion	on	the	savannah.	The	same	for	our	zen	man.	We	could've	said,	"He	was	very	calm."	Instead,	we're	able	to	conjure	up	an	image	of	the	serene	and
wise	Buddha.	Fun,	right?	Let's	get	out	our	paintbrushes	and	take	a	closer	look.	While	figurative	language	is	common	in	literature	and	poetry	as	it	uses	exaggerations	or	alterations	to	make	a	particular	linguistic	point,	it's	also	used	in	other	forms	of	writing.	Let's	explore	different	variations	to	see	what	you'd	like	to	use	in	your	next	writing	piece.
alliteration	-	Alliteration	helps	writers	punch	points	home	by	repeating	the	same	sound	(usually	a	consonant)	of	the	first	or	second	letter	in	a	series	of	words.	It	tends	to	catch	the	reader's	eye.The	professor	praised	his	pupil's	flowery	prose.hyperbole	-	When	a	writer	exaggerates	something	-	typically	in	a	humorous	way	-	it's	known	as	hyperbole.My
eyes	widened	at	the	sight	of	the	mile-high	sundaes	that	were	brought	to	our	table.metaphor	-	A	metaphor	is	a	comparison	between	two	things.	They	don't	necessarily	have	to	be	alike,	but	they	should	make	a	link	in	the	reader's	mind.Nobody	invites	Edward	to	parties	because	he	is	a	wet	blanket.personification	-	When	something	non-human	is	given
human-like	qualities,	this	is	known	as	personification.The	leaves	danced	in	the	wind	on	the	cold	October	afternoon.simile	-	A	simile	is	a	direct	comparison	between	two	things,	using	like	or	as.Jamie	runs	as	fast	as	the	wind.symbolism	-	Symbolism	occurs	when	something	that	has	one	meaning	is	used	to	represent	something	entirely	different.	For
example,	using	an	image	of	the	American	flag	to	represent	patriotism.The	man	proudly	flew	his	flag	on	the	4th	of	July.	Let's	dig	a	little	deeper.	Figurative	language	may	also	include	unusual	constructions	or	word	combinations	to	provide	a	new	perspective.	Here	are	some	examples:	assonance	-	Assonance	occurs	when	you	repeat	a	vowel	sound	in	a
phrase.True,	I	do	like	Sue.cliché	-	A	cliché	is	a	phrase	that	is	repeated	so	often,	it's	nearly	meaningless.Try	walking	a	mile	in	my	shoes.idiom	-	An	idiom	is	an	expression	used	by	a	group	of	people	with	a	meaning	that	can	only	be	understood	through	common	usage.I'm	waiting	for	him	to	kick	the	bucket.	(Many	idioms	are	also	considered
clichés.)metonymy	-	Metonymy	is	a	figure	of	speech	where	one	word	is	replaced	with	a	word	that's	closely	associated	with	it.	For	example,	you	might	hear	Washington	used	to	refer	to	the	U.S.	government.The	political	corruption	in	Washington	is	just	unreal.	onomatopoeia	-	When	the	name	of	an	action	imitates	the	sound	it	makes,	it's	known	as	an
onomatopoeia.The	bees	buzz	angrily	when	their	hive	is	disturbed.synecdoche	-	A	synecdoche	is	a	figure	of	speech	using	a	word	or	words	to	represent	a	whole.	For	example,	if	you	refer	to	credit	cards	as	"plastic,"	you're	using	a	synecdoche.Rather	than	using	cash,	she	just	paid	with	her	plastic.View	&	Download	PDF	For	some,	figurative	language	can
be	challenging	to	understand.	In	some	ways,	we're	dealing	with	the	abstract,	so	it's	important	to	approach	the	subject	from	a	few	different	angles.	These	additional	resources	can	help	you	approach	figurative	language	with	confidence.	YourDictionary's	Figurative	Language	Examples,	Metaphor	Examples	for	Kids	and	Simile	Examples	for	Kids	provide
lots	of	simple	examples	of	these	types	of	figurative	language	to	give	children	a	good	grounding	in	the	topic.Education.com	offers	lesson	plans	and	worksheets	to	help	language	learners	practice	their	newfound	form	of	expression.KidsKonnect	creates	interesting	worksheets	for	kids	to	use	either	at	home	or	at	school.TLS	Books	has	devised	a	printable
worksheet	that	challenges	students	to	rewrite	sentences,	eliminating	figurative	language	and	defining	the	literal	meaning.Read.	Write.	Think.	provides	a	lesson	plan	for	students	in	grades	6-8.	It	uses	The	Phantom	Tollbooth	to	introduce	the	concept	of	figurative	language.PULSE	helps	high	school	students	understand	figurative	language	using	The
Wreck	of	the	Edmund	Fitzgerald	by	Gordon	Lightfoot.	Figurative	language	provides	endless	depth	to	our	writing.	There	are	so	many	ways	to	punch	our	points	and	invite	readers	to	join	us	on	a	literary	adventure.	When	used	carefully,	figurative	language	even	has	a	place	in	professional	spheres.	It	can	draw	interesting	comparisons	between	two	things,
promoting	consideration	for	your	cause.	So,	go	ahead	and	dust	off	your	metaphorical	paintbrush	as	you	explore	personification	for	kids.	Who	knows	where	it	will	take	you!	Staff	Writer	Idiom	vs.	Metaphor:	How	to	Recognize	the	Difference	Idioms	and	metaphors	are	both	ways	to	express	an	idea	figuratively	rather	than	literally.	But	are	they	the	same
thing?	Can	a	phrase	be	both	a	metaphor	and	an	idiom?	Keep	reading	to	clarify	the	meanings	of	each	term	and	to	learn	the	main	difference	between	idiom	vs.	metaphor.	Ultimate	List	of	Strong	Words	to	Describe	Diction	Diction	is	based	on	the	words	a	person	chooses	and	the	style	in	which	those	words	are	combined	to	convey	meaning.	Diction	can	be
formal	or	informal.	Many	strong	words	can	be	used	to	describe	diction	within	these	broad	categories.	Now	that	summer	is	behind	us,	all	the	attention	is	toward	the	first	day	of	school.	Kids,	especially	first	graders,	are	probably	feeling	them	most	excited	and	a	little	anxious.	Everyone	is!	Regardless	of	how	well	we	prepare	ourselves,	first	impressions
are	an	unforgettable	experience	that	puts	pressure	on	both	teachers	and	students.	To	shake	things	off	and	start	on	the	right	foot,	we’ve	prepared	some	ice-breakers	and	other	fun	first-day-of-school	activities	for	first-grade	students.		First	day	of	school	activities	are	important	because	they	help	set	a	positive	atmosphere,	stimulate	interactions,	and	get
students	talking	to	each	other.	In	just	a	few	minutes,	you’ll	feel	the	tension	leaving	the	classroom,	allowing	students	to	develop	connections,	and	feel	confident	and	safe	in	the	new	environment.		What	activities	are	best	for	first	graders?	You’ll	want	something	simple	and	easy!	Keep	reading	to	check	out	our	suggestions.		First	Day	of	School	Activities
for	First	Graders	When	kids	enter	the	classroom,	greet	them	with	a	big	smile.	Say	a	few	welcoming	words	to	make	them	feel	more	relaxed.	After	this,	ask	them	(one	by	one)	to	stand	up,	say	their	name	out	loud	and	a	few	other	words	about	themselves,	while	the	others	greet	them.		Once	the	introductions	are	out	the	way,	you	can	choose	some	of	the
following	activities	to	break	the	ice	and	set	the	stage	for	an	awesome	first	day	of	school.	However,	keep	in	mind	that	you	don’t	have	to	do	all	of	the	activities	on	the	first	day	–	choose	the	one(s)	you	think	your	students	will	like	the	most,	and	leave	some	for	the	rest	of	the	week.	Finding	a	New	Friend	One	frequent	source	of	anxiety	for	young	children	is
new	environments	and	unfamiliar	people.	Therefore,	the	sooner	the	kids	get	to	know	each	other,	the	sooner	they’ll	feel	the	classroom	is	their	own	safe	space.	This	can	be	accomplished	with	the	“Find	a	new	friend”	activity.		Give	students	name	tags	and	ask	them	to	list	three	words	that	best	describe	them	or	three	things	they	like.	Then,	ask	them	to
find	another	student	with	the	same	or	similar	words	under	their	name	tag.	Encourage	them	to	share	why	they	listed	that	word	and	ask	the	other	student	to	share	their	experience	as	well.	But,	they	don’t	need	to	focus	on	one-on-one	conversations.	If	they	see	two	students	already	talking,	they	should	feel	free	to	join	in	–	the	more	the	merrier.		With	this
activity,	students	will	quickly	see	that	the	others	share	the	same	thoughts,	worries,	and	insecurities,	as	well	as	the	same	wishes,	interests,	and	joys	as	them.		Student	Surveys	As	a	teacher,	chances	are	you	already	have	a	lot	of	information	about	each	of	the	students.	In	our	article,	“The	Ultimate	Back-to-School	Checklist	for	Teachers”,	we	explained
why	that’s	an	important	practice.		However,	gathering	information	first-hand,	from	the	students	themselves,	serves	a	completely	different	purpose,	helping	you	in	your	daily	decisions	such	as	which	activities	would	be	most	interesting	and	beneficial	to	the	group	as	a	whole.	This	type	of	survey	is	best	done	in	the	first	week	of	school,	and	these	are	some
of	the	questions	typically	included:	What	are	some	of	the	things	you	love	doing?What’s	your	favorite	color?What	subject	are	you	most	excited	about?What’s	your	favorite	food?Do	you	have	pets?	Do	you	love	animals?What’s	your	favorite	cartoon?What’s	your	favorite	book?	Why?	“Would	You	Rather”	Questions	The	famous	party	game	“Would	you
rather?”	is	actually	a	great	ice-breaker,	useful	team-building	activity,	and	one	of	the	best	conversation	starters.	We	love	it	because	you	can	easily	adjust	it	to	any	subject,	topic,	or	grade	level	by	tailoring	the	questions.	For	instance,	as	a	first-day-of-school	activity	for	first	graders,	you	can	ask	them	the	following	questions:	Would	you	rather	listen	to	a
story	or	watch	a	movie?Would	you	rather	work	in	groups	or	alone?Would	you	rather	play	a	game	or	solve	puzzles?Would	you	rather	take	a	field	trip	in	nature	or	in	a	museum?Would	you	rather	spend	the	day	drawing/painting,	playing	sports,	or	solving	riddles?	Depending	on	the	class	that	you	teach,	you	can	make	the	questions	more	relatable,	and
depending	on	the	children’s	capabilities,	you	can	make	the	questions	easier	or	harder	(more	complex	dilemmas)	to	make	sure	they	feel	the	activity	is	an	interesting	challenge.		To	do	the	activity,	ask	the	question	out	loud	and	instruct	students	to	answer	by	raising	their	hand	on	your	cue.		Decorating	the	Classroom	There’s	no	better	way	to	make
students	feel	at	home	than	giving	them	the	chance	to	contribute	to	how	the	classroom	is	set	up.	Of	course,	the	physical	layout	should	be	decided	beforehand,	but	other	details	such	as	where	to	hang	the	posters,	which	posters	to	hang,	how	to	organize	the	items	in	the	workstation,	or	what	to	paint	on	the	windows,	are	all	decisions	that	students	can	also
take	an	active	part	in.		Giving	them	a	little	control	goes	a	long	way	as	they’ll	feel	like	they’ve	made	the	classroom	their	own	personal	space	where	learning	takes	place.	Two	Truths	and	a	Lie	Similar	to	“Would	You	Rather?,”	“Two	Truths	and	a	Lie”	is	a	fun	game	that	will	bring	a	lot	of	laughs	on	kids’	faces,	but	more	importantly,	it	will	bring	them	closer
and	correct	a	lot	of	wrong	assumptions	as	a	result	of	the	first	impressions.		To	play	the	game,	ask	each	student	to	think	of	three	sentences	that	relate	to	them	out	of	which	one	is	a	lie	and	two	are	true.	Give	them	an	example,	so	they	have	a	better	idea	of	what’s	expected	of	them.	For	instance,	they	might	say	“I’m	an	only	child.	I	love	dogs.	I	play	the
piano.”	Other	students	need	to	guess	which	sentence	is	a	lie.		The	students	with	the	most	correct	guesses	win	the	game,	becoming	the	social	bees	of	the	class,	meaning	they	got	to	know	the	others	the	most!	Practicing	Common	Area	Procedures	Every	school	has	specific	rules	and	regulations	that	all	students	must	follow.	On	top	of	that,	every
classroom	has	additional	rules	and	procedures	that	students	need	to	respect.	For	first	graders,	all	of	these	procedures	and	regulations	might	be	a	bit	overwhelming	and	learning	will	be	a	process	that	requires	patience.	However,	to	help	them	out,	you	can	always	practice	the	procedures	together	as	a	group.		A	good	example	would	be	asking	students
whether	they	remember	the	regulations	for	using	the	schools’	library.	Go	over	the	procedures	step-by-step	and	then	take	students	to	the	school’s	library	to	demonstrate	how	they	can	ask	for	books	they	want	to	loan.	Writing	Anonymous	Letters	We	all	know	that	feeling	when	we	want	to	say	something	or	share	our	opinion	but	we	don’t	because	we’re
afraid	of	what	people	will	think	–	a	phenomenon	that’s	very	prevalent	among	students,	especially	first	graders.	But,	social	anxiety	is	crippling	both	for	the	students	and	the	teacher	because	the	feedback	is	unrealistic	and	biased,	leading	to	wrong	conclusions	and	unfounded	decisions.	This	is	why	we	love	the	anonymous	letter	activity.	Not	only	does	it
provide	valuable	feedback	to	the	teacher,	but	it	also	shows	students	that	the	opinions	they	were	scared	to	say	out	loud	are	shared	among	the	majority	of	students.	To	do	the	activity	in	the	classroom,	ask	students	to	write	down	how	they	feel	toward	the	start	of	the	new	school	year,	what	are	their	first	impressions,	what	they	like	and	dislike	(needs	to	be
improved	or	changed).	Then,	ask	them	to	fold	the	piece	of	paper	and	put	it	in	a	bowl	with	all	the	others.	After	this,	draw	the	papers	and	read	each	of	them	out	loud	so	everyone	can	hear.		We	suggest	doing	this	activity	at	the	end	of	the	first	week	of	school	so	that	kids	have	experienced	a	little	bit	more	of	the	lecture	structure	and	requirements.
Completing	a	Personal	Table	of	Interests	Give	students	a	white	piece	of	paper	and	ask	them	to	draw	a	table	with	empty	squares	where	they’ll	write	(or	draw	a	symbol	of)	their	favorite	activities,	items,	people,	and	things	to	do	in	general.	Alternatively,	you	can	give	them	a	printable	of	an	empty	table	that	they	can	simply	fill	out.	This	is	their	personal
table	of	interests.	Next,	gather	all	the	finished	tables	and	sort	them	out.	Match	the	students	who	have	most	in	common	(it	can	be	groups	of	more	than	two	students)	and	ask	them	to	think	of	school	or	extracurricular	activities	that	the	school	can	offer	to	students	as	a	way	for	them	to	pursue	their	interest	and	gain	valuable	skills.	A	good	example	of	this
would	be	grouping	students	who’ve	written	that	they	enjoy	reading	comic	books.	And,	just	like	a	book	club,	you	can	help	these	students	to	organize	and	encourage	each	other	in	doing	the	things	they	love.	Another	example	is	grouping	students	who	love	playing	a	particular	sport	or	are	interested	in	the	same	topic	(chess,	a	musical	instrument,	writing,
etc).		Keep	in	mind	that	if	a	student	stands	alone	in	their	interest,	you	can	always	find	them	a	match	from	other	classrooms,	or	even	other	grades.	Seeing	that	there	are	other	students	in	the	school	who	share	their	interest	is	incredibly	beneficial	for	their	academic,	cognitive,	and	social	development.		Build	a	Birthday	Board	Another	great	one	on	our
first	day	of	school	activities	list	is	the	building	a	birthday	board	activity.	Okay,	this	is	more	of	a	classroom	tradition	than	a	one-time	activity,	but	it’s	most	students’	favorite,	which	is	why	we	decided	to	include	it.	Plus,	it	is	perfect	for	first	graders	as	they’ll	have	the	chance	to	carry	it	on	as	they	grade	up.		The	idea	is	to	ask	students	for	their	birthdays
and	together	with	them	create	a	calendar	illustrating	the	months	of	the	year	as	boxes	in	which	you’ll	write	the	day	and	name	of	the	student’s	birthday.	Then,	hand	the	calendar	on	the	wall	so	everyone	is	reminded	of	a	classmate’s	birthday	coming	up.		In	fact,	it’s	not	uncommon	for	a	student	to	have	a	birthday	on	the	1st	of	September	or	during	the	first
week.	Think	of	a	simple	and	affordable	way	to	celebrate,	which	might	also	turn	into	a	classroom	tradition.		Take	a	Group	Photo	Finally,	our	last	recommendation	as	a	first-day-of-school	activity	is	taking	a	group	picture.	It’s	an	incredibly	wholesome	experience	for	kids	to	have	photos	with	their	classmates	the	first	day	they	met	and	one	the	last	day
before	they	finish	school.	Those	are	the	memories	that	will	stay	with	them	forever	and	make	them	appreciate	the	time	spent	in	school.	Plus,	you	can	frame	and	hand	the	group	photo	in	the	classroom.	Then,	each	year	on	the	1st	of	September	make	another	one	and	add	it	below	the	previous	one.	Kids	will	have	a	nice	timeline	that	reminds	them	of	how
much	they’ve	changed	each	year.	Before	You	Go	The	first	day	of	school	is	very	important.	Not	only	because	kids	form	first	impressions	about	others,	which	last,	but	because	they	also	form	opinions	and	attitudes	toward	school	in	general.	Make	sure	you	give	off	a	friendly,	kind,	and	fair	vibe,	but	not	without	a	firm	attitude	that	inspires	respect	and
discipline.	It’s	not	an	easy	job	to	find	the	right	balance,	but	that’s	why	we’re	here	to	help.		Aside	from	the	September	topics,	such	as	the	first	day	of	school	activities	article,	we’ve	prepared	a	couple	of	others	including	an	ultimate	checklist	for	teachers	before	the	start	of	the	year,	back-to-school	crafts,	and	back-to-school	activities	for	kids	of	all	ages.
Follow	the	links	or	visit	our	blog	to	read	more.		When	it	comes	to	the	rest	of	the	year,	we	support	both	teachers	and	homeschooling	parents	with	our	high-quality	interactive	worksheets	packs,	which	you	can	find	on	our	main	website.	Simply	choose	a	subject	or	topic,	and	see	all	of	our	offers.	Alternatively,	you	can	subscribe	to	our	newsletter	to	stay	up
to	date	with	everything.	
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